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Ina first; [IM-A introduces
quotas for PhD admissions

Times News NETWORK

Ahmedabad: IIM Ahmeda- -

bad has announced it will
implement the govt-man-
dated reservation policy in
its PhD admissions, mark-
ing the first time the pre-
mier B-school will apply the
quota for SCs, STs, OBCs

and persons with disabili-

ties in its doctoral pro-
gramme that started in 1971.
The online announceme-
nt for the PhD programme
subtly notes: “Govt of India
guidelines for reservation
are followed during admis-
sions.” Earlier, 62-year-old
IIM-A had no reserved seats
for under-represented com-
munities for its PhD course,
known as the Fellow Pro-
gramme in Management.

Hailedasa léndmark mo-
ve, this comes after sus-
tained efforts by SC/ST ac-

tivists and a PIL filed by
‘Global ITM Alumni Network

in Gujarat HC in 2021. The
PIL sought HC’s interventi-

on to enforce the reservation

provisions at IIM-A, claim-

ing that 10 other IIMs had al-

‘LANDMARK MOVE’

- ready implemented the quo-

ta in their doctoral progra-
mmes. In response, IIM-A fil-
ed an affidavit in Qct 2023,
indicating that it would im-
plement the reservation poli-
cy for the 2025 intake.

The initiative was spear-
headed by activists Anil Wag-
de, Suraj Yengde, Arun Kho-
bragade and others starting

in 2017 when they met the
then director Errol D’Souza.
“At the time, they had no
quantification of how many
from these classes made it to
IIM-A. You cannot control -
what you cannot measure.
We thus filed a PIL, pointing
out the violation of constitu-
tional provisions, the Cen-
tral Educational Institutions
(Reservation in Admission)
Act, and UGC norms,” said
Wagde, an IIM Calcutts -
alumnus. Wagde celebrated
the announcement as a ma- |
jor victory. “We hope IIM-A
keeps its word. We will moni-
tor the process and will seek '
detailsof theadmissiononce -
the process is complete.”
IIM-A has not yet provid-
ed specific details on how it -
will implement the quota.




