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Earning IIM, IIT credits
via free e-courses a hit

39.9L Candidates Have Registered For Exams

FROW 3,007 CANDIDATES IN 2018 TO L2 LAKHIN 2023

SWAYAM exams conducted by NTA

1.2 LAKH IN 2023

Courses Year-wise candidates Y-0-Y % Increase
December 2018 90 3,807
May-Nov 2019 174 g'f;,' : 128,472
September 2020 165 [ 11,654
March-August 2021~ 276 £ 132,853
.. Feb-August2022. 348 142,055 .
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Partnering Courses Y ‘. Students ~ Exam ‘ Successful
institutues <& LT e i s registrations |- certification
Manash.Gohain ministry of human resource programme.
@timesgroup.com development) under Digital In- First offered in 2018, bar-
dia to provide a common plat- ringthe Covid-19 year in 2020,
New Delhi: Selflearning form for free web coursesinall thenumber of candidates tak-
through free courses offered by advanced education. Currently, ing the tests and successfully

top institutions like IITs and
IIMs and earning credits, cer-
tificates and diplomas in spe-
cialised areas by appearingfor
an examination for as low as
Rs 750 per course is becoming
an emerging trend among stu-
dents and young profession-
als. An indication of the grow-
ing popularity of self-learn-
ing, is that the number of can-
didates appearing for exams
for 390 programmes offered on
SWAYAM through the Nation-
al Testing Agency (NTA) plat-
form has gone up from from
3,807in 2018to01.21akh in 2023.
For students who were un-
able to secure a seat in a pre-
mier higher education institu-
tion or hampered by their loca-
tion or socio-economic situa-
tion, the flexibility to
accumulate credits from top in-
stitutions and complete their
courses in home institutions
hascomeasaboon.

SWAYAM, the Massive
Open Online Courses platform,
waslaunched in July 2017 by the
ministry of education (then

as per SWAYAM dashboard
there are 3.9 crore candidates
registered on the platform of
which 39.91akh have registered
for examinations and 25.2 lakh
candidates have been certified
on successful completion of
their courses.

Of the 203 partnering insti-
tutions offering 11,770 courses,

NTA at present conductsexams:

for 390 courses offered under
six national participating insti-
tutions as nodal agencies. They
include All India Council for
Technical Education (AICTE)
and University Grants Com-
mission (UGC) for self-paced
and international courses and
for non- technical post-gradua-
tion education respectively,
Consortium for Educational
Communication (CEC) for un-
der-graduate education, 1G-
NOU for out-of-school students,
Indian Institute of Manage-
ment, Bangalore for manage-
ment studies, and National In-
stitute of Technical Teachers
Training and  Research
(NITTTR) for teacher training
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completing the courses have
been increasing manifold.
The year-on-year percentage
increase in 2019 was 647%, in
2021 it was 181.9%, in 2022 it
was 28% and in 2023 it regis-
tered a204% growth.

NTA isstreamliningthese-
mester schedule this year to
sync with the university sys-
tem in India and has sched-
uled thesemesterexamsinDe-
cember (for July-November
session) and May (January-
May session).

“The credits to be earned
from premier institutions, even
for working professionals, area
special draw. Until now there
were no certified courses. But
with these courses from top in-
stitutions, the certificates not
only enhance your CVs, but it
also benefits students who for
different reasons couldn’t
make it to these top institu-
tions,” said Subodh Kumar
Singh, director general, NTA.

At present SWAYAM ex-
ams by NTA are conducted in
105 citiesacross India.

Dated: 11-01-2024




