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‘It’s important to put
nat’l interest first’

Dwaipayan.Ghosh@timesgroup.com multiplenew start-ups,an independent

foreign policy, innovative diplomacy

qukata: External affairs minister S- withoutusingthe vetoonothers,areso-

Jaishankar on Wednesday emphasised  lute border policy, the willingness to lo-

on the need to put national interest ok out for others, carrying out interna-

. first. en tional rescue missions, like that in Uk-
“It is important to put national in-  raine and Afganisthan, and India’s ri-
terest first. Politics of the day should = sing prominence in the world order as
not hamper the larger interest of the indications of India’s rising global pro-
nation. All politicians should havethat minence. Pointing out India had multi-

. ple reasons to be taken more seriously;,
hesaid there was a growing realization
that big issues could not be resolved
without her.

“Indians are much more conscious
about national security since it has be-
en so often challenged in the past 75 ye-
ars. We need to apply ourselves to the
hard task of securingour borders effec-
tively without allowing systemic flaws
todilutethem," he stated.

The Union minister stressed the ne-

: : % i : ed for Indians to appreciate India’s
External affairs minister S Jaishankar ‘work internationally during the pande-
delivers a‘lecture at 1IM-C on Wednesday mic, especially among countries in the
g Pacificregion and Africa. “Thereistre-
approach in thefirst place. Butitis easi- mendous goodwill about India}’s postu-
er said than done,” said Jaishankar, res. Atatime when many nations t{ro;
speaking at Indian Institute of Mana- ughtsanctions, Ind}a thought of giving
gement, Calcutta on Wednesday eve- ittoothersas prov1ders of experiences
ning. “Article 370 was nothing more of best practices. “.The foreign mini-
than the politics of the day, it (the poli-  sters(whom hemetin New quk in Sep-
tics) was the reason for a temporary tember)toldme that we had given their]nl
provision to continue for solong andse- thefirstvaccinesatatime ws were_st
veral nations to take advantage of that  vaccinatingour own pgople, he said.
provision.” ‘ Replyingtoaquestion, J asishankar

Jaishankar listed India’s handing  said: “Ttisnotthejobof thegovernment
of the Covid challenge, the digital deli-  to createan Opposition. But weare ?I‘ \lzle(;
veryof socialservices,thegrowingeco- ry diverse and pluralistic country
nomic stature with rising FTIs and country has itsdemocracy.
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