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lIT sees curbs, IIM
hostels C-zones

Kharagpur,
Joka Campuses
Report 35 Covid

Cases Each

Subhro Niyogi & Sujoy Khanra

Kolkata/Kharagpur: Thir-
. ty{five people at Indian Institu-

te of Management-Calcutta

and 35 at Indian Institute of
Technology-Kharagpur have
tested positive for Covid, pro-
mpting stringent curbs on the
premises.

Following the Covid detec

tio, IM-C prohibited students,
teachers and. non-teaching

staff from leaving the Joka
campus unless there is a medi-
cal emergency. The students,
most of them with mild symp-
toms, have been accommoda-
ted in a guesthouse that has be-
enconverted into a quarantine
centre. All offline activities, in-
cluding classes, have been su-
spended. The state govern-
ment on Monday declared
three hostels—Ramanujan,
Lake View. and New hostel
—and Tata Hall, where the in-
fected students are quaranti-
ned, as containment zones.

“Of the 1,100-0dd students,
whoare currently on the IIM-C
campus across various pro-
grammes, 35 have tested positi-
ve for Covid. They have been
isolated and put under treat-
ment. We have imposed string-
ent restrictions on their move-

ments, particularly outsidethe:

campus to prevernt the virus
fromspreading. Our campusis
self-sufficient. Only in case of
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medical or some other emer-
gency can someone be allowed
to step out but it requires to be
approved by the Covid commit-

tee,” said Prof Manish Thakur;;

dean (new initiatives & exter-
nalrelations), IM-C.

Though the business scho-
ol had resumed offline activiti-
es, including classes, from No-
vember15followinga go-ahead
by the human resources deve-
lopment ministry, it has su-
spended all offline classes and
gatherings and shifted to onli-
ne mode after cases surged.
“From Monday, even the staff
strength in hostels and else-
where have been reduced to

used as an isolation hostel, Ramanulan Hostel, Lake View
" Hostel and Lake view Hostel have been put under mlcro-

half. They will work on alter-
natedays,” said Thakur:
At IT-Kharagpur, students

. whohave tested positive for Co-

vid have been isolated in Asut-
soh Mukherjee Hall, with the
male members being housed
on the ground floor and the
girlson thefirst floor Mingling
of students on the campus has
been restricted. “All the affec-
ted students and staff mem-
bers have been kept in isola-
tion. They are under treat-
ment,” said Tamal Nath, regis-
trar of IIT Kharapgpur. Close
to 2,000 students had returngd
to the Kharagpur campus in
thelast week of December.
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