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Seth quits ag
director of
IM-Calcutta,
says board
maligned her

Her term
was to end
in Feb 2022

RITIKACHOPRA
NEW DELHI, MARCH 22

ALMOST A month after the
Board of Governors (BoG)of [IM-
Calcutta clipped her powers,
Anju Seth, the firstwoman direc-
tor of the institute, resigned her
post on Sunday.

Seth cited a “breakdown of
confidence” between her and
board chairman Shri Krishna
Kulkarni.

Seth’s resignation came two
days after she went on sick leave,
leaving Prashant Mishra, Dean
(New Initiatives and External
Relations), in charge as acting di-
rector. Her term was to end in
February 2022.

“lam disappointed as I am
leaving a dream only partially
fulfilled; it is not what I had
sought. Yet]am proud thatI tried
my best and that I've disrupted
the conventional barriers that
were holding back the opportu-
nity for [IM Calcutta to emerge
asaworld-class institution,” Seth
told The Indian Express.

“ hope thatin the future, the
institute will continue to build
on a culture of transparency and
accountability as core values. |
s have been privileged to work
" with many dedicated and tal-
. entedpeopleand wishthemthe
I very best for the future.
) " CONTINUEDON PAGE 2
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< his “office and his officers for the
. conduct of a free and fair investi-
- gation by the ATS and the NIA”".
- The plea stated that his transfer,
therefore, “is for reasons smeared
withmalice,whenthereis noiota
of material orevidence —farfrom
proof — found or even imputed

Seth

I continue to be a proud alumna
of [IM Calcutta and shall always
be,” she said.

Kulkarni did not respond to
callsand an SMSleftby The Indian
Express. The resignation of Seth
comesagainst the backdrop ofan
unprecedented confrontation be-
tween the director and the insti-
tute’s board. Seth had accused
chairman Kulkarni of infringing
on herexecutive powers,and the
board had in turn, accused her of
improper conduct.

Asfirstreported by The Indian
Express on March 4, the con-
frontation snowballed intoa full-
blown crisis last month after the
board passed aresolution against
Seth, and divested her of powers
- ~to make appointments and take
- disciplinary action.
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In what could have increased
the pressure on Seth, the BoG
started an early search for her suc-
cessor in the first week of March
by advertising the upcoming va-
cancy. The IIM Act states that an
institute’s board should initiate a
newdirector’sappointment nine
months ahead of the post falling
vacant. In December, over 75% of
thelIM-Cfaculty had,inaletterto
the Ministry of Education, alleged
that Seth had centralised powers
and usurped theiradministrative
and decision-making roles.

The confrontation with the
board is a recurring theme in
Seth’sresignation letter,in which
she accused Kulkarni of running
a smear campaign against her,
and of “maligning and denigrat-
ing” her publicly with the support
of the board.

“The board chose to draw up
various resolutions alleging vague
wrongdoings and condemning
me without any evidence thereof
while denying me the opportu-
nity todefend my actions (which
were in the best interests of the
institute),” she wroteinthe letter.

Addressing Kulkarni directly,
Seth wrote that he had assumed

executive powers to “diminish the
role of the Director and of the fac-
ulty by persistentintervention, al-
though the post of the Chairman
isanon-executive part-time role”.

She also accused him of not
taking tough action toaddress the
root cause of the governance
problems at the institute.

“Instead, you have chosen an
appeasement policy with some
faculty, rolling back reform at-
tempts, and attempting todown-
playirregularities uncovered dur-
ing my tenure,” she said in the
letter.

“The atmospherics created by
youas Chairmandonotallowme
tofunction conscientiouslyandin
keeping with the high expecta-
tions that I have of myself. In my
opinion, the modus operandi of
your leadership of the Board is in
direct conflict with the vision of
global excellence that IM-C de-
sires. I therefore resign from the
position of Director at IIM
Calcutta.”

Sethwas appointed as the first
woman head of IIM-C in
November2018.Sheis analumna
of IM-C(1978) and has a doctor-
ate from the University of

-encounter;” IGPKumar said. “Till2

Michigan (1988). She jc ;
VirginiaTechin2008,andheaded >
its department of managemen
from2008 to 2013, Previously,she
wasvmemvers:tyofIlhnoxsand

University of Houston. A

4 militants killed

presence of militants in the vil- -
lage. Asthejoint team of forces ze-
roed inonthehouse they werein, -
the militants opened fire, trigger-
ingagunfightthatended withthe
killing of the trapped men. 59
Policeidentified thekilled mil- *
itants as Rayees Ahmad Bhat, Agib
Ahmad Malik, Aftab Ahmad .
Wani, and Amir Shafi Mir. Bhat,
Malik, and Wani joined the mili-
tants' ranks in October, "
November, and December last -
year; Mir became a militantonly - .
a month ago. “All of them were <
categorised as militants, and fig-
ured as Lashkar-e-Taiba(LeT)mil- -
itantsinour list,” IGPKumarsaid. .
One of them was armed withan . -
AKfrifle; theother threehadapis- - -
toleach, policesaid. s
“Our focus is on surrender of
local militants during orbeforean

am, we were hoping that th



