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[IM-C Board passes |
resolution against

director for Writing
to Govt 1mproper

RITIKA CHOPRA
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 26

IN AN unprecedented move, the
Board of Governors (BoG) at IIM-
Calcutta has passed a resolution
against Director Anju Seth for
writing directly to the govern-
ment against the BoG Chairman
and her alleged inability to col-
laborate with the faculty, among
other charges.

In a special meeting held on
February 20, the BoG resolved to
“examine” Seth’s conductas the
institute's head and has empow-
ered the Secretary “to collect all
documents pertaining to the
same" and present it to the Board
at the earliest. In all likelihood,
this report will come up for dis-
cussion at the BoG's special
meeting called on Saturday.

A showdown this serious be-

tween an IIM Director and the

Board is without a precedent in
[IMs, and the resolution against
Seth is the first since the new I[IM
Act came into force.

It's not clear whether the res-
olution will pave the'way for an

i Seth (left)
had said BoG
chairman
was infringing
on her powers

inquiry against Seth. Both the
Director and Chairman,
Shrikrishna Kulkarni, did not re-
spend to questions sent by this
newspaper on email Friday.
Under the new iIM Act, the di-
rector cannot be removed by the
Board from office without an in-
quiry in which she has been in-
formed of the charges against
her and given a reasonable op-
portunity of being heard.

One of the main flashpoints
is the letter Seth wrote to
Kulkarni and another she sent
directly to the Ministry of
Education (MoE) earlier this
month.

As first reported by The Indian
Expresson February 23, Seth had,
in her letter to the government,
accused the Chairman of infring-
ing on her executive powers. She
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had cited her alleged sideliningin
drafting the new regulations un-
der the IIM Act as an example of
that.

The Board resolution said it
was "grossly improper" on Seth's
parttoapproach the government
and "thereby seeking to cause un-
due confusion between the
Ministry and the Board through
misrepresentations of facts".

Itfurther goes on tolisther al-
leged deficiencies as the institute
head. According to the Board, Seth
has been unable to prioritise
work, meet timelines of action,
foster an "inclusive and profes-
sional environment with faculty”
and bolster faculty productivity
through consultative and collab-
orative means.

The BoG has also taken excep-
tion to Seth's recentinterview toa
national daily in which she spoke
about her standoff with the insti-
- tute faculty. The Director didn't re-
spond toan email seeking her re-
sponse to the Board's resolution.

The showdown between Seth
and the Board is a new front that
hasopenedupinthe ongoing turf
war atIM-Calcutta. InDecember,
over three-quarters of the insti-
tute's permanent faculty had

written to the MOoE against the

Director and Board.
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Among the issues flagged by |
~theteachers was faculty shortage.
Sources had said only one new
faculty member had been hired
in the last two years despite the
institute losing over 10 teachers
on account of resignation, super-
annuation and voluntary retire-
ment. Some of the exits, the
teachers alleged, were due to “ha-
rassment”.

The faculty also claimed that
the Academic Council was given
only five days to submit sugges-
tions on the draft regulations,and
their feedback on centralisation
of powers in the Board and
Director was not considered by
the Board whiile finalising the reg-
ulations.

Seth, in an email to The Indian
Express inJanuary, had dismissed
the allegations as the work of “a
small group of individuals”. Seth
was appointed as the firstwoman
head of IM-Calcutta in November
2018.An alumnus of IIVI-Calcutta
(1978), she has a doctorate from
the University of Michigan (1988).
She joined Virginia Tech in 2008
and headed its department of
management from 2008 to 2013.
She will complete her term as di-

rector atlIM inayear.




