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Ram Guha chosen for top Japanese award

Shrabonti Bagchi, TNN | Jun 21, 2015, 04.11AM IST
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BENGALURU: Author and historian Ramachandra Guha is among the three recipients of
Japan's prestigious Fukuoka Prize, awarded annually to Asians who "have made outstanding
contributions to academia, arts, and culture in Asia" and who have made substantial efforts to
"preserve, develop, and promote the harmonious coexistence of the diverse Asian cultures."

Guha has been awarded the prize in the 'Academic’ category. His fellow awardees are Thant
Myint-U, a highly regarded historian from Myanmar who is working towards preserving cultural
heritage, and Minh Hanh, a Vietnamese designer. The well-known author and columnist, who is
currently "completely immersed" in his three-part biography of Gandhi, told STOI: "Although I
did get to know that I was going to receive it around a month ago when they called me, they
asked me to keep it a secret."

The Fukuoka Prize has been awarded to Guha for presenting "thorough explanations of the
complex history of India."

Ads by Google

HDFC Life™ Term Insurance
Get a life cover of upto Rs 10 Cr at nominal cost. Enjoy Tax Benefits
hdfclife.com/Click2ProtectPlus

How to Start a School?
Start Earning from First Month! Low Investment High Return.
www.shemford.com/School-Franchise

"His books vividly illustrate the actual state of the Indian democratic system, shedding light on
our current multi-dimensional and chaotic world," says the citation, while also noting Guha's
contribution to writing about the environment in India, which forms a substantial part of the
author's early bibliography.

"I have had a somewhat varied and eccentric career. In the first few decades of my writing life, I
published quite a lot on the environment," said Guha, referring to some of his early writings, such
as This Fissured Land: An Ecological History of India (1992), Savaging the Civilized: Verrier
Elwin, his Tribals and India (1999), and Environmentalism: A global history (2000).

"Eventually, I found there was not much left to tell in unique ways, and moved on to other topics
[such as contemporary Indian history]. I do have an idea for an environmental project, but at the
moment I am completely immersed in Gandhi - his contributions and contradictions. The next
two books will take up almost all of my time for the next few years," said Guha.

The writer also made special mention of a few past awardees of the Fukuoka Prize, among them
Partha Chatterjee, professor of political science at the Centre for Studies in Social Sciences,
Kolkata, who won the prize in 2009. "I have a deep regard for Partha Chatterjee. He gave me my
first job. When I finished a PhD in sociology from IIM Calcutta, my chances of getting a job were
not very high - the IIMs are not well known as an academic centres for the study of sociology. But
he took an interest in a couple of essays I had written and hired me. He was one of my first
mentors," added Guha.
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He also named American political scientist and anthropologist James Scott, who received the
Acamedic Prize in 2010, and Benedict Anderson, an Irish scholar of politics who won the award
in 2000, as academics and writers whose work he admires deeply.

Guha said he is "certainly gratified" but added that while awards have their place in the world, to
an author writing is what really matters. "Just as a cricketer is only as good as his last match, an
author is only as good as his last book."

Stay updated on the go with Times of India News App. Click here to download it for your device.

Promoted Stories More from The Times of India

« Tiger means nothing to us, Yakub

o The Psychology of Trader Wall Street Journal
punished for his brothers’ sins: Wife 22 Jul

2015
« Tips to Keeping Mobile Devices and Data « UK school bans 'distracting' skirts 03 Jul
Secure HP 2015
« E-Man - half human, half...internet? ¢ Meenakshi Seshadri aka Damini—now and

Dassault on BBC Future then 02 Jul 2015

« 5 Secrets Of People Who Love Their Jobs .
Monster India

‘Sonia Gandhi literally blasted Shashi
Tharoor’ 22 Jul 2015

« Meet the Man that Coaches the Fortune .
500 CEOs GROCO CPAs & Advisors

Lovers’ bizarre murder pact at Taj stuns
Agra 16 Jul 2015

TV actors who passed away in last 2 years
29 Jul 2015

« Mobility should be more than a phone .
and an app HP

Recommended by

Submit Resume Now
www.monsterindia.com
Immediate Requirement. Sign up to Apply & Find Jobs

Top SIP Investment plans
www.myuniverse.co.in/ZipSip
Compare & invest in best Funds. o paper work. Start

today.
Ads by Googli

Recent Messages (4)
Comment for this article has been closed
Sort By: Up Voted ¥

Be the first one to review.
We have sent you a verification email. To verify, just follow the link in the message

venkat bh « 604 4396 more points needed to reach next level. Know more about Times
. Points » 38 days ago

Morddaditn

Fi is comment offensive?

n has been submitted to the Admin. Choose your reason below and click on the
S dtton. This will alert our moderators to take action
10
RedSOMENRPRIng:
on
Timesofindia.com

. Fi)gl é age

¢ Defgmatory

. Iwgpagmﬁ%against a certain community


http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mumbai/Beggar-held-for-touching-woman-commuter-obscene-remark-in-Mumbai/articleshow/48256567.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/coimbatore/25-yr-old-stabs-roommate-after-he-refuses-to-clean-room/articleshow/48258987.cms
http://www.askmeonwellness.com/posts/diet/article/5-absolutely-worst-foods-eat?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=display&utm_campaign=wellness-5-items-to-cut-from-your-diet-right-now
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolhapur/Elections-not-required-at-Sataras-148-grampanchayats/articleshow/48256372.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/surat/Police-launch-search-for-six-missing-children-from-Surat/articleshow/48255668.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/cityarticlelist/-2128932452.cms
http://www.bbc.com/future/sponsored/story/20150702-can-we-trust-the-internet-of-things-to-protect-us?ocid=nativedassaultoutbrain
http://navbharattimes.indiatimes.com/?utm_source=TOInewHP_TILwidget&utm_medium=ABtest&utm_campaign=TOInewHP
http://mytimes.indiatimes.com/profile/7384295
http://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N5840.186294.OUTBRAININC/B8610505.118176467;dc_trk_aid=290961286;dc_trk_cid=62045223
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/entertainment/hindi/bollywood/news/Ajay-Devgn-asks-Kajol-to-send-their-kids-back-from-Bulgaria/articleshow/48159208.cms?intenttarget=no
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/entertainment/hindi/bollywood/news/Meenakshi-Seshadri-aka-Damininow-and-then/articleshow/47896729.cms?intenttarget=no
http://www.skyscanner.co.in/news/go-goa-now-guide-best-city?associateid=DIS_TRA_00137_00002%E2%80%8B&utm_source=outbrain%E2%80%8B&utm_medium=display%E2%80%8B&utm_campaign=in-travel-pp%E2%80%8B&utm_content=native
http://www.groco.com/american-dreams/from_smart_to_wise.aspx
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/tech/slideshow/8-cool-smartphones-coming-to-India-soon/itslideshow/47842947.cms?intenttarget=no
http://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N5840.186294.OUTBRAININC/B8610505.118176928;dc_trk_aid=290956827;dc_trk_cid=62045223
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/agra/Lovers-bizarre-murder-pact-at-Taj-stuns-Agra/articleshow/48091874.cms?intenttarget=no
http://www.bbc.com/future/sponsored/story/20150713-are-we-entering-the-age-of-solar
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/hyderabad/Hyderabad-cops-put-4-friends-in-lock-up-rain-blows-for-16-hours/articleshow/47872032.cms?intenttarget=no
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mumbai/Train-services-to-Mumbai-affected-due-to-equipment-snag/articleshow/48254732.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mumbai/Tiger-means-nothing-to-us-Yakub-punished-for-his-brothers-sins/articleshow/48167361.cms?intenttarget=no
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mumbai/Teacher-held-for-raping-SSC-student-at-tuition-at-Kalyan/articleshow/48256503.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/abouttimesrewards.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Sonia-Gandhi-literally-blasted-Shashi-Tharoor/articleshow/48177484.cms?intenttarget=no
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.toi.reader.activities
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/mobileapplist/7404562.cms?utm_source=articleshow_bottom&utm_medium=showpage&utm_campaign=articleshow
http://online.wsj.com/ad/article/narratives_sixcapital_76194.html?prx_t=0MIBAAAAAAWTsLA&prx_ro=s%3E
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/uk/UK-school-bans-distracting-skirts/articleshow/47926919.cms?intenttarget=no
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mumbai/One-dead-in-tree-fall-in-Mumbais-Mulund/articleshow/48255644.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/lucknow/8-unborn-babies-die-near-Lucknow-probe-ordered-for-negligence/articleshow/48255422.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/tv-actors-who-passed-away-in-last-2-years/photostory/47798272.cms?intenttarget=no
http://content.monsterindia.com/ic1.html?acid=6459&spl=India_Content_NA_article_3_5_reasons_NA_MIW_July15&WT.mc_n=olm_sk_Content_NA_article_3_5_reasons_NA_MIW_July15
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/noida/3-arrested-for-bid-to-abduct-2-businessmen-from-Ghaziabad/articleshow/48253973.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/delhi/Mossad-gives-Delhi-cops-the-edge/articleshow/48258845.cms

