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Government seeks foot in to
make IIMs more easily fall in
line

The latest move is significant given that there was a strong difference of

opinion within the Government — over autonomy and accountability -- at the
time of the drafting of the IIM Act.
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The lIM Act, which came into effect on January 31, 2018, gives sweeping powers to all 20 business
schools, including the power to appoint directors, chairpersons, and Board members. (File)

In what marks a significant reversal of its earlier stance, the Government is
exploring options that could, in effect, erode the autonomy of the Indian Institutes
of Management (IIMs).

Almost three years after granting autonomy to the 20 premier business schools
under the IIM Act, the Ministry of Education (MoE) is considering a proposal
empowering the Government to initiate an inquiry against the Board of Governors
(BoG) of an institute if it’s ostensibly found to be acting, what the Government

thinks, is in contravention of the Act.

The MoE recently shared a draft executive order with the Law Ministry to this
effect and has sought a meeting to discuss the same, The Sunday Express has
learned. If okayed by the Law Ministry, the order will be issued under Section 38 of
the IIM Act.
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Section 38 states, “If any difficulty arises in giving effect to the provisions of this
Act, the Central Government may, by order published in the Official Gazette, make
such provisions not inconsistent with the provisions of this Act, as may appear to it
to be necessary or expedient for removing the difficulty.” The MoE only has a three-

year window act under this Section. That window expires on January 31, 2021.

The IIM Act, which came into effect on January 31, 2018, gives sweeping powers to
all 20 business schools, including appointment of directors, chairpersons and Board
members. Earlier, for instance, the director was appointed by the board but with
the prior approval of the Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) headed by

the Prime Minister.

The latest proposal comes amid the current standoff between the Government and

IIMs over the one-year MBA degree.

The MoE, in July this year, had red-flagged the one-year executive MBA degree
saying that it is “not in accordance with the UGC Regulations”. In other words, the
University Grants Commission (UGC) mandates that a Master’s degree should be of
two years, and not one and the IIMs, in the Government’s view, violated that
provision. In the letter, the premier business schools were directed to “act in
conformity with the UGC Act 1956”.

Top News Right Now

Experts Explain: Understanding the nature of India's economic recovery

SC allows foundation laying ceremony of new Parliament building

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/government-seeks-foot-in-to-make-iims-more-easily-fall-in-line-7093383/ 3/14


https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CNDcPDwjOX4_PBOyS3LUP2MCSuAu61eO_YP2fxcDPDNvZHhABIMClqyNg5arpg-QOoAGTvOyqAsgBAqkC-XTlyGYaTT7gAgCoAwHIAwiqBNYCT9AwOLUhXp_Vd_4em6NtIZmxL0TiJhiu7JTeVuPM5lTCIwKvY_FXsHb9zxGBQX4eU51Cm6o-lNA2LWabftEaw5vDSsJsfaevfPkDa8pEilBCK8QQVc_TZKtfbVemFzX-HRDHFjhvjJgfxkQ5G-BQQkrPc1Rrza83NEHkwIgX-_dV0HMWTLxlhdNqSD3fDNPo90sYieYerT7kBZCMoF3SZaaGUFHV386kHimh5r4Y6lw9CNRBdeK8hVM-cYPSteI5zk3hxVpRevhTJdtMpectTOk7xH_qM6-s7Zm2QjCMV86Vkto6VXVbgLKG635hz3CLpiCh-mI8ZjqFQkFXtJKFzH-4gsmOra07cKW0Xg3Bp1GFG1QKJ8c9iKzDdh9Ng7paZDXl0-V4e0FjE85GzYuGjXNF7sQqsYl2pnzZZHrvilV4gDF6iq9s4-ZpBRpnlSWsqOpZM3iZwATTjf21sgPgBAGgBgKAB9XDk9UBqAfVyRuoB_DZG6gH8tkbqAeUmLECqAel3xuoB47OG6gHk9gbqAe6BqgH7paxAqgHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUbqAeW2BvYBwHSCAcIgGEQARgdsQluwn8ERzsCNoAKA5gLAcgLAbgMAdgTDJgWAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRodZIAe36MAm66F4U7TQlnMg&sig=AOD64_255oBr6wCTfEaqLz9kVYE4zTboeQ&client=ca-pub-5227748429508049&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=2&adurl=https://www.jiomart.com/c/groceries/2%3Fprod_mart_groceries_products_popularity%255Brange%255D%255Bavg_discount_pct%255D%3D50%253A%26prod_mart_groceries_products_popularity%255Bpage%255D%3D5%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIz5Lg09i77QIVbAm3AB1YoAS3EAEYASAAEgLAi_D_BwE
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=AB3afGEAAAWnW1tbW251bGwsWzEwLDIxLDM3XSxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxbIjkwODAxIl1dLFtudWxsLCJodHRwczovL2dvb2dsZWFkcy5nLmRvdWJsZWNsaWNrLm5ldC9wYWdlYWQvY29udmVyc2lvbi8_-PZx5ZCAoPbh4TBrbWyiaxveCSm0UBw029zhhzn3AlC5UXVXHYqmK6d3B-lAi1lUoH5AO6Win0pYaI5yeI9yghfOvCA5KMW5IaK2zMQIK7LDQOZFRKIPjpCS15TLdxAPaq3duk-6JyerY2HU9Bhk3_5Q9utwpeCmeE0r0YTFDVEk4uA7m9v-rTe0RzxvYRSp17-OckXxhmjux2D-xaNsIrL-3bQdebS43T8n-C221GjBMSKwZUBdPrD4aVIbguDW_zNhFcYRX1aTKi7_z3A1yNAYkVwp8aLzrLbRdBpn1I7kPvnURAr-eQ7al9A0pSEE5PwLThUKZVQfGUDc,TeFokt5SN2Ss_2MmLDPgtQ&source=display
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=AB3afGEAAAWnW1tbW251bGwsWzEwLDIxLDM3XSxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxbIjkwODAxIl1dLFtudWxsLCJodHRwczovL2dvb2dsZWFkcy5nLmRvdWJsZWNsaWNrLm5ldC9wYWdlYWQvY29udmVyc2lvbi8_-PZx5ZCAoPbh4TBrbWyiaxveCSm0UBw029zhhzn3AlC5UXVXHYqmK6d3B-lAi1lUoH5AO6Win0pYaI5yeI9yghfOvCA5KMW5IaK2zMQIK7LDQOZFRKIPjpCS15TLdxAPaq3duk-6JyerY2HU9Bhk3_5Q9utwpeCmeE0r0YTFDVEk4uA7m9v-rTe0RzxvYRSp17-OckXxhmjux2D-xaNsIrL-3bQdebS43T8n-C221GjBMSKwZUBdPrD4aVIbguDW_zNhFcYRX1aTKi7_z3A1yNAYkVwp8aLzrLbRdBpn1I7kPvnURAr-eQ7al9A0pSEE5PwLThUKZVQfGUDc,TeFokt5SN2Ss_2MmLDPgtQ&source=display
https://indianexpress.com/latest-news/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-nature-of-economic-recovery-7094474/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/sc-allows-foundation-laying-ceremony-of-new-parliament-building-7094891/
https://indianexpress.com/
https://indianexpress.com/section/india/
https://indianexpress.com/section/world/
https://indianexpress.com/section/cities/
https://indianexpress.com/section/opinion/
https://indianexpress.com/section/sports/
https://indianexpress.com/section/entertainment/
https://indianexpress.com/section/lifestyle/
https://indianexpress.com/section/technology/
https://indianexpress.com/videos/
https://indianexpress.com/section/explained/
https://indianexpress.com/audio/
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
https://indianexpress.com/
javascript:void(0);
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/chandigarh/through-boliyan-slogans-and-flags-spirit-of-farmers-struggle-lingers-even-at-the-weddings-7094887/

12/7/2020 Government seeks foot in to make 1IMs more easily fall in line | India News,The Indian Express

$

Some of the IIMs had converted their o gjgqjn diploma for working profess ~ * \oa T;‘;Wgh boli

‘ . of farmers’ s
into a degree programme after the IIM Act, 2017, allowed degree-granting p: ? weddings
the 20 business schools. Out of the 20, IIMs in Ahmedabad, Bangalore, Kolkata,

Indore, Kozhikode, Lucknow and Udaipur offer the one-year degree for executives.

The IIMs defended the one-year degree to the Government and continue to run the

programme.

The MoE is learned to have cited a few other instances — including IIM Rohtak’s
attempt at appointing its BoG chairperson by a circular resolution instead of
approving the selection in a formal meeting attended by members — to the Law

Ministry in its proposal.

The latest move is significant given that there was a strong difference of opinion
within the Government — over autonomy and accountability — at the time of the
drafting of the IIM Act.

In 2015, while the MoE had advocated retaining government control in the name of
ensuring financial and administrative propriety, the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO)
had wanted a hands-off approach. The draft law went back and forth for almost a
year— from October 2015 to September 2016 — during which the Education
Ministry stuck to its guns under Smriti Irani, but yielded after Prakash Javadekar

took over in July 2016.

Under Irani, the ministry held at least four discussions with the PMO and wrote
three letters — including one from the then higher education secretary VS Oberoi to
principal secretary to PM Nripendra Misra — arguing why some of the changes

being thrust on it were not feasible.

The PMO, eventually, prevailed. The ministry had to revise its Cabinet Note thrice,

with over 10 substantive changes in all, before it was green lit.

In September 2018, Prime Minister Narendra Modi, referring to autonomy to IIMs,

had said,“Sarkar kahin nahi aayegi, koi babu aakar nahi baithega (Government will
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Hailing the IIM Act as a “landmark experiment” related to higher education
Prime Minister had said the governmer‘*S Igr:m"l take this forward to more "L Through boli
institutions. “But I am surprised that this 1> nul being discussed in the count M “:’fefc‘l";i':;;s' S

Intellectuals are silent... those who were advocating autonomy and had bee._.
writing about it for 20-25 years would not have imagined it,” the PM had said,
adding that these “intellectuals” were silent because they didn’t want the “credit to

go to Modi”.
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